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Draft agenda (03.04.2018) 

 

 

 

 

Session: Global Business  

Section leader: Victor Kovalenko, EY Regional Director in Central Asia, Caucasus, Ukraine and Belarus  

General direction, goal: to discuss key issues the global mining sector and companies face 

Key points for discussion: 

 General market trends in a global mining sector. 

 TOP-10 business risks for metals and mining in 2018. 

 The digital disconnect in mining: problem or pathway? 

 Minerals and capital: the commodities of the future and raising a capital to mine them. 

 Regulation and transparency in mining 

 Future challenges for miners 

Some speakers and panelists listed below are still to be confirmed. 
 

10.00 - 10.20 Opening words and remarks 

Opening words – Zhenis Kassymbek, Minister of Investments and Development of 
Kazakhstan (to confirm). 

Remarks from the moderator of the day - Victor Kovalenko, EY Regional Director in Central 
Asia, Caucasus, Ukraine and Belarus 

10.20 – 11.00 General market trends in a mining sector globally 

Speaking session. Talk about Australia, Latin America, Africa, Canada and other countries. 

Speakers:  

 Richard Roberts, the chief editor of the Mining Journal (to confirm) 

 Chris Hinde, Head of Reports in the SNL Metals and Mining (to confirm) 

 Reichl Christian, Federal Ministry of Sustainability and Tourism, Austria (to confirm) 

11.00 - 11.30 TOP-10 business risks in mining 

Speaking session. The speech is based on EY’s annual report on the top-10 business risks 
facing the sector in 2018. 

Speaker: Paul Mitchell, Global Mining & Metals Advisory Leader, EY 

11.30 – 12.00 Coffee-break 

12.00 – 13.00 The digital disconnect in mining: problem or pathway? 

Speaking session with Q&A at the end. 

The digital disconnect in the mining sector is the gap between the potential from digital 
transformation and the poor track record of successful implementations. Addressing the 
digital disconnect will be critical to successfully address the productivity issue that the 
sector faces. The digital disconnect exists, not because of a lack of engagement from the 
sector, but because of a range of practical issues that continue to challenge the industry. 
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This panel will seek to address the following: 

 Who will benefit most from the next wave of digital transformation? 

 Digital disruption: why miners should embrace change? 

 Robotics process automation (RPA) 

 How to avoid the pitfalls -  cases from industry players  

 Disruption going from other industries (EV cars, circular economy - the Apple case, 
etc.) 

 Cases from the industy players 

Speakers/panelists:  

 Paul Mitchell, Global Mining & Metals Advisory Leader, EY 

 Oberrauner Andreas,  Senior Mining Engineer from Sandvik Mining and Rock 
Technology 

 Claire Tuder, CEO of Micromine company and Advisory Council Member at METS 
Ignited Australia Ltd 

 Yakupov Nurbek, Eurasian Resources Group (to confirm) 

 General Electric and/or Microsoft (to confirm) 

Moderator: a journalist, maybe Heidi Vella from Mining Technology (to confirm) 

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch 

14.10 - 14.15 Opening remarks for Part II (Victor Kovalenko) 

14.15 – 16.00 Minerals and capital: the commodities of the future and raising a capital to mine 
them  

Panel discussion with Q&A session at the end. 

The idea is to talk here about the following topics: 

 M&A and capital raising in the mining sector: trends and outlook 

 What is the industry’s ability to satisfy the returns demanded from its investors? 

 What’s next for mining companies in area of capital raising?  

 What are the commodities of the future? What Kazakhstan could propose here to the 
world? 

Speakers/panelists: 

 Michael Lynch-Bell,  Deputy Chair and Senior Independent Non-Executive Director, 
KAZ Minerals 

 Dean McPherson, Head of Business Development Global Mining, TMX Group (a 
parent company of the Toronto Stock Exchange) 

 LI WENHUA, doctor of the Akita University of Japan, with the topic named “How 
economic factors predict metal prices volatility?” 

 Mazhit Turmagambetov, CEO of the Tau-Ken Samruk company (to confirm) 

 Kazakhstan Stock Exchange, as the potential place to attract juniors to Kazakhstan (to 
confirm) 

 2-3 Kazakhstani mining companies with global operations (to confirm) 

Moderator: a journalist – Henry Sanderson from Financial Times or Heidi Vella, freelance 
mining journalist (to confirm) 

16.00 – 16.30 Coffee-break 

16.30 – 17.15 Transparency, stakeholder management and regulation 

Panel discussion with Q&A session at the end. 
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The idea is to talk here about the following topics: 

 Mining in an era of transparency – how to deal with so many regulations and 
requirements? 

 Social license-to-operate 

 Stakeholder management – how to balance short-term stakeholder demands with 
long-term growth strategy? 

 Future of regulation and transparency – what should miners expect in a near future? 

 Q&A session 

Speakers/panelists: 

 Michael Lynch-Bell, Deputy Chair and Senior Independent Non-Executive Director, 
KAZ Minerals 

 Jonas Moberg or Dyveke Rogan, the International EITI Secretariat (to confirm) 

 Natural Resource Governance Institute (to confirm) 

 Christopher Sheldon or Boubacar Bocoum from the World Bank Group (to confirm) 

 Newman Dwight, professor of law and Canada Research Chair of the University of 
Saskatchewan 

 Jean-François Lengellé, Project Manager, OECD Eurasia Competitiveness 
Programme (to confirm) 

 AREVA or Cameco (to confirm)) 

17.15 – 18.00 Future challenges for miners 

Panel discussion with Q&A session at the end. 

Some ideas to talk about: 

 The future of talent. People displacement and what this mean for talent management 
planning; the Future of Work and what should the business model look like in the 
future, etc. 

 Regime risk. Protectionism is rising, obviously the Trump effect etc. 

 Talking of cars. The expected rapid uptake (or not) of electric/battery vehicles (note 
Tesla market cap is now greater than Ford), good for battery products producers 
(lithium, cobalt, copper), interesting for base load energy generators like thermal coal 
(the batteries still have to be charged and wind/solar is not yet the answer). 

 Other thoughts. Apple announced that they want to move towards 100% recycled 
goods in their products going forwards, rather than out of the ground commodities. So, 
how do mining companies reinvent themselves if this is where consumers are going. 
The reality is they all need to keep an eye on end users – aluminium producers 
thought they were the obvious replacement to steel in the auto sector, but with lighter, 
driverless cars, more likely it will be neither of these materials. 

Speakers/panelists:   

 Paul Mitchell, Global Mining & Metals Advisory Leader, EY 

 Janet Kersnar, London Bureau Chief at SNL Metals & Mining (to confirm) 

 Dean McPherson, Head of Business Development Global Mining, TMX Group (a 
parent company of the Toronto Stock Exchange) 

 Alexander Mashkevich, Chairman of ERG (to confirm) 

 Oleg Novachuk, CEO of KAZ Minerals (to confirm) 

 Paramjit Kahlon, CEO of ArcelorMittal CIS (to confirm) 

Moderator - Richard Roberts, the Mining Journal (to confirm) 

18.00 – 18.10 Closing remarks and summary of the day 

Victor Kovalenko, EY Regional Director in Central Asia, Caucasus, Ukraine and Belarus 


